Introduced by Council Member Schellenberg and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Crescimbeni, Hazouri, Newby, Morgan, Pittman, Boyer and Becton:
RESOLUTION 2019-33
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING MYRON FLAGLER ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT AS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY ALLIANCE AFTER THIRTY YEARS of SERVICE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS,
for thirty years, the Jewish Community Alliance (“JCA”) has been a cornerstone of Jewish life and culture in Jacksonville; the JCA has served as a common meeting ground for the Jewish community; the Alliance teaches children, provides care for the elderly and frail, embraces individuals with different needs, guides teens, nourishes bodies and souls and provides meaningful connections; and

WHEREAS, after 20 years at the helm as Executive Director at the Jewish Community Alliance in Jacksonville, Myron Flagler is retiring; throughout his tenure, JCA has experienced phenomenal growth as a repository of Jewish heritage and culture and as a treasure to the Jacksonville community as a whole; the San Jose Boulevard community center has offered a full schedule of activities for all ages and all faiths, from physical fitness and educational classes to sports camps and cultural events;  and

WHEREAS, a Massachusetts native, Myron Flagler earned his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from the University of Massachusetts and his C.S.S. degree (Computer Science) from Harvard University
; he was an elementary school teacher and principal before entering the nonprofit world, first as a day camp director at a Jewish Community Center in Worcester, Massachusetts; Myron Flagler subsequently became the leader of a Massachusetts Jewish Community Center; and
WHEREAS, in 1998, Myron Flagler relocated to Jacksonville to assume the leadership position of the Jewish Community Alliance; he cites the Jewish commandment “tikkun olam” – acts of kindness performed to repair or perfect the world - as the Alliance’s and his mantra; and
WHEREAS, there were numerous noteworthy achievements and milestones under Myron Flagler’s leadership at JCA: in 1999, the Alliance burned its mortgage, expanded its summer camp program and had its first Hanukkah party which began an annual tradition; the Alliance launched two successful capital campaigns that enabled the Alliance to expand its state-of-the-arts fitness center and to add additional classrooms; the Alliance’s staff grew from 40 to 150; paid memberships grew from 900 to 2,500; since 2010 the Alliance has been top ranked by the Jewish Community Centers Association of North America; Mr. Flagler marvels that the Alliance provides a “common meeting ground” that brings people together to enhance their lives and learn about each other; and 
WHEREAS,  Myron Flagler’s leadership at the Jewish Community Alliance will be sorely missed; it is fitting that we extend our best wishes for continued successes  in the days ahead as he relinquishes  the mantle of leadership at the Jacksonville Community Alliance; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby honor and commend Myron Flagler on the occasion of his retirement after thirty years as Executive Director of the Jewish Community Alliance in Jacksonville, and congratulates him for decades of outstanding work that has benefitted the JCA and the entire Jacksonville community.
Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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